
 

 

 

 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
June 28, 2023 

 
LERWPG Voting Membership 
Executive Committee: Aubrey A. Spear, PE (Chair), Mark Kirkpatrick (Vice-Chair) and Dr. Ken 
Rainwater, PE (Secretary-Treasurer) 

 
Name     Term TWDB Designation (Interest Category) 
Melanie Barnes, Ph. D   2024 Public 
Jason Coleman, PE   2023 Water Districts 
Harry DeWit    2028 Agricultural 
Carrie Dodson    2028 Groundwater Management Areas (#6) 
Dr. Chris Grotegut, DVM  2028 Agricultural  
Joey Hardin    2022 Industries    
Ronnie Hopper    2028 Groundwater Management Areas (#2) 
Nathaniel (Shane) Jones   2028 Water Utilities 
Mark Kirkpatrick   2028 Agricultural  
Don McElroy    2028 Small Business  
Alan Monroe    2024 Municipalities (small) less than 10,000 
Charlie Morris    2028 Counties 
Ken Rainwater, Ph. D, PE  2028 Public 
Jeff Sammon    2028      River Authorities 
Drew Satterwhite   2028 Water Utilities 
Neil Weems    2028 Municipalities (medium) 10-30,000-  
Aubrey A. Spear, PE    2024 Municipalities (large) 30,000 or more 
Jim Steiert    2024 Environmental  
Ben Weinheimer, Sr., PE  2028 Agricultural  
Bret Yeary, PE    2024 Electric Generating Utilities   
 
LERWPG Non-Voting Membership: 
Kevin Smith     N/A      TWDB 
Heather Johnson   N/A      TPWD  
Jason Lindeman    N/A      TCEQ 
Laura Moore                  N/A      TDA 
Vacant     N/A      Designated Liaison to Region O 
Glen Baker    N/A      TSSWCB 
 
LERWPG Consultant 



Paula Jo Lemonds, PG, PE  N/A     HDR, Inc. 
 
Introductory Items 
1. Call to Order and Welcome 

Aubrey Spear, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:01 a.m. 
  

2. Roll Call and Determination of Quorum  
A quorum of LERWPG voting members was in attendance with 16 of 20 members present.  The 
following voting members not in attendance (excused absence):  Carrie Dodson, Alan Monroe, 
Charlie Morris and Jeff Sammon. 
 

3. Introduction of members and guests 
Other Guests in attendance: Paula Jo Lemonds, HDR; Kelly Davila, SPAG; Courtney McNeely, 
SPAG; Leonard Nail, Parkhill; Kyle Krueger, Parkhill; Kathy Bunch , Mayor of Hereford, Tx ; Amber 
Blount Sandy Land UWCD; Lori Barnes Llano Estacado UWCD.    
 

Action Items 
4. Consider approval of May 10,2023 LERWPG Regular Meeting Minutes 

Mark Kirkpatrick made a motion to approve the minutes and Melanie Barnes seconded the 
motion. The motion passes unanimously.  
 

5. Consider acceptance of the Financial Report (Dr. Ken Rainwater- Secretary-Treasurer) 
Dr. Ken Rainwater presented the financial report details to the group. Don McElroy made a 
motion to approve/accept the financial report. Chris Grotegut seconded the motion. The motion 
passes by unanimous vote.   
 

6. Discussion and potential action regarding certification of administrative expenses to be 
submitted to the Texas Water Development Board for reimbursement. 
Ronnie Hopper made a motion to approve certification of administrative expenses to be 
submitted to TWDB for reimbursement and Shane Jones seconded the motion. The motion 
passes unanimously. 
 

7.  Receive presentation from the City of Shallowater regarding the proposed request by the City 
of Shallowater to amend the 2021 Region O Regional Water Plan and consider approving the 
submittal of the application package to Texas Water Development Board for determination of 
minor amendment status.  
Leonard Nail and Kyle Krueger presented to the Region O group about the project as well as the 
project package for the TWDB. City of Shallowater representative was not able to attend but, 
will be at future meetings.  Jason Coleman motions to approve the submittal of the application 
package to TWDB. Chris Grotegut seconded the motion. The motion passes unanimously.  

8. Discussion and potential action on report from Technical Consultant (Paula Jo Lemonds, HDR) 
a. Municipal water demand projections and population projections and revision 
b. Non-municipal water demand projections and revisions 

Discuss and take action to approve population, municipal demand, and non-municipal 
demand projection revisions to TWDB draft projections, and to authorize consultant 



to submit revision request to TWDB. Consider authorizing consultant to continue 
working with TWDB regarding the revisions, on behalf of the RWPG.  
Mark Kirpatrick motioned to approve authorizing consultant HDR to continue working 
with TWDB regarding revisions, on behalf of the RWPG. Shane Jones seconded the 
motion. Motion passes unanimously. 
Ben Weinheimer motioned that the agriculture number revisions be submitted to 
TWDB. Chris Grotegut seconded the motion. The motion passes unanimously. 
Jason Coleman motioned to approve irrigation demands. Chris Grotegut seconded the 
motion. The motion passed unanimously.  
 

c. Process for review and revision of population and demands for the 2026 Llano 
Estacado Regional Water Plan 
 

                     d. Timeline to develop the 2026 Llano Estacado Regional Water Plan. 
 

.  
Work Session Items 
9. Report - TWDB Project Manager (Kevin Smith)  

Kevin updated the group on upcoming critical deadlines; August 11th Deadline to request 
revisions to draft population demands; March 4, 2024- deadline to submit Technical 
Memorandum deliverables. Interregional Planning council next meeting August 15th and 
November 30th.  TWDB asked for an additional $1.3 million per year for RWPG as part of the 
agency legislative appropriations request. TWDB is anticipation issuing the contract for 
amendments in fall 2023. 
 

10. Report - Region O Administrator (Kelly Davila)  
Kelly Davila informed the group that Senator Charles Perry would be at SPAG on July 20, 2023 to talk 
to Region O, Region 7 and the SPAG board about his water bill. Invitations to join would be emailed 
out closer to the event.  
11. Report - Groundwater Management Area Representatives: 

A. GMA # 2  (Ronnie Hopper) – Next meeting this fall  
B. GMA # 6  (Carrie Dodson)- No Updates 

 
12. Report - Liaisons to adjacent Regional Water Planning Groups: 

A. Region A (Drew Satterwhite)-  
Drew Satterwhite updated the group on next meeting is July 18, 2023 
Region B  (Carrie Dodson)- No Updates 

B. Region F (Dr. Melanie Barnes) 
Dr Melanie Barnes shared the group approved demands 

C. Region G (Jeff Sammon)- No updates 
 

13. Receive Public Comments (limited to three minutes per speaker)  
None 
 

14. Consider Date and Agenda Items for Next LERWPG Meeting 



LERWPG requested an email be sent to determine the next meeting date. Looks like first part of 
August will be the target date. 
 

15. Consider New Business and Announcements 
No new business.  
 

16. Adjourn 
Aubrey Spear adjourned the meeting at 12:08 p.m.  

 
These minutes were approved at the regular meeting of the Llano Estacado Regional  Water 
Planning Group on August 3, 2023 
 
 
Attest: _________________________________________  

  Aubrey A. Spear, P.E., LERWPG Chairman 

 


